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In recent years scientific understanding of pathogenesis
and treatment of childhood asthma has been progressing
considerably and after decades during which it was not
considered totally acceptable to admit to an interest in this
clinically highly relevant topic asthma is now also losing its
shady reputation when it comes to academic paediatric
pulmonology. The development is reflected in this book
which aims to summarize the newest development in
paediatric pulmonology and to cover the more common
of the paediatric respiratory disorders in a way that is useful
for the clinician as well as for the clinical researcher.
The book covers a comprehensive range of disease with
emphasis on asthma. Twenty-six American (most of them)
authors have contributed to 13 generally well-referenced
chapters, of which five are on asthma, three (four) on cystic
fibrosis, one (two) on respiratory distress syndrome, and
one on viral pneumonia, mucoactive treatments and nitric
oxide, respectively.
The book appears rather wordy, having few diagrams,
figures and pictures but on the whole it is quite uniformly0954-6111/01/121252+01 $35?00/0and well written. The authors have succeeded in producing
a comprehensive account of their subjects in a volume of
moderate size and one feels well informed. A few
deficiencies, however, merit mentioning. The consecutive
numbering of chapters appear less than obvious. If one
would intend to read the chapters consecutively one might
find the order to be disturbingly accidental. The chapters
covering asthma, which appear more or less at random,
contain several repetitions which ought to have been picked
up and omitted during the editorial process. Furthermore, I
think it is fair to say that the chapters on gene therapy and
pharmacological treatments of the basic defect in cystic
fibrosis and the chapter on nitric oxide are biased towards
basic rather than clinical science. The fact that one whole
chapter is devoted to necrodomil sodium is not quite
understandable but, probably, reflects the North American
background of editor and authors.
On the whole, this is a pleasing book which should
especially appeal to general paediatricians who look for an
update on important aspects of paediatric pulmonology.# 2000 HARCOURT PUBLISHERS LTD
